4 CrystalMPrints™ User Guide

Condé Systems CrystalMPrints™

User Guide

Also reference Youtube video, keyword: crystalmprin ts
The CrystalMPrints System™ allows you to create a wide variety of custom crystal gifts or souvenirs using any
image you have taken with a camera, or one that you have created on a computer. These crystals can be used for a
plethora of events including birthdays, graduations, weddings, wedding anniversaries and family reunions.
Our crystals are made of the highest quality materials, precision-cut and polished to our strictest standards. We

have developed 28 crystals of assorted shapes and sizes, perfect for any occasion. We're confident you will find a
crystal for virtually any need.

CONTENTS
The system package includes:
CrystalMPrints™ System
Power Cord
UV Blanket
Required Accessories (not included):
Protective Gloves To Keep Your Hands From Coming Into Contact With the Glue
Glue - Crystal to Transparent Film
Glue - Crystal to Crystal
Transparent Film
Crystals
Razor-Edged Knife
Access to a Container of Water Large Enough To Accommodate the Crystals in a Bath
Hair Dryer
Spatula, Putty Knife, Paint Striper or Anything Made of Metal With a Thin Straight Edge (not necessarily sharp)

Clean Rag, As Lint-Free As Possible
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1. Configure your printer settings to transparency mode (if available). If this setting is not available, set your printer to
plain paper mode.

2. Print your image on the glossy side of the transparent film, giving yourself at least 1” of empty space around the
boarder of the image — the edges of the crystal must not touch the glass platen. Doing so will result in the crystal
permanently adhering to the glass platen of the CrystalMPrints system. To prevent this, save the cellophane film
separator. This will be used later to protect the platen from the glue.

Application Note:
Do not reverse or mirror the printed image

3. Trim down the unimaged portion of the film leaving a slight border around the image.

4. Drythe ink on the film with a hair dryer. Where possible, touch the film to see if it is sticky or wet. This will be your
guide as to whether or not continue drying the film. You can see from this exercise that it is important to give yourself
plenty of image bleed area on the film so you will have and area to touch without affecting the image if you smudge
the ink while testing it.

6. Place the printed transparent film onto the glass platen of the CrystalMPrints oven, with the glossy-side up and the
frosted side face-down. Use the transparency's cellophane separator under the image to keep glue from contacting
the glass surface. Be sure not to allow either of the crystal glues to come into contact with the glass platen. In case
glue does get onto the platen, clean it off at once.

7. Turn on the POWER and LAMP switches — this will start the fluorescent backlight.
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8. Apply the crystal to film glue to the imaged side (glossy side) of the film. Be sure to wear protective gloves. Some
pieces, such as round ones, have very specific areas where the base will be applied. Find that flat area and then align
the piece accordingly onto the film. Due to the varied size and shapes of crystal pieces, there is no pat answer to how
best to put glue on the film. Small objects do just fine with a circular application ranging anywhere from a penny- to
quarter-sized portion in the middle of the image. Other objects require a center application along with edge
applications. The rule of thumb is to use only enough glue to cover the imaging area of the film when the crystal is
placed on top of the glue. Don’t worry if the glue should come out from under the crystal. Your generous bleed area
along with the protective film should prevent the glue from getting onto the glass platen. Should the glue get onto the
protective film, simply wipe it off with your rag. This step is important as once the protective film is removed, you do
not want any glue to be beyond the edges of the transfer’s bleed area. In case the glue does get on the glass platen,
clean it off at once.

Cellophane divider sheet from film pack.

Note the cellophane divider sheet from the film
pack has been placed under the film to protect
the glass platen from any overflow of glue.
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Clean the imaging side of the crystal with the cloth provided. Place the crystal slowly onto the glue at a slight angle.
This will minimize bubbles. Note that bubbles forming under the crystal is a certainty. These bubbles must be
evacuated from the image or else they will become part of it once the film is cured. If placed flat and at a fast pace,
more bubbles will develop than if you place the crystal onto the glue slowly and at an angle. As you can see from the
image below, for this particular piece, you need to place some glue along the edge of the point of attack of the crystal
on the film. In this instance, the crystal is small enough and has a shape that lends itself well to a bead of glue along
the short edge of the image along with a portion of glue in the middle of the image. If this were a circular piece, then
gluing from the middle alone is recommended.

Tip: Move the crystal from side-to-side and/or in a circular motion to remove any bubbles. You may need to slide the
crystal completely off of the image. Doing so will allow the bubbles to escape from under the crystal. Do this quickly. Too
much movement over time will cause the ink to bleed and you'll have to start over. Be sure not to press down on the
crystal. This will actually cause more bubbles.

Application Note: When using a crystal piece that has crystal base, be sure to align the image such
that the flat mounting spot will line up properly with the base once adhered.

10. Turn on the POWER and MAIN UV switches. Keep a finger on the crystal (to keep it from sliding) for about 30
seconds. This should allow the crystal to bond slightly to the film. Next, close the lid of the oven to further expose the
image to the UV lights for another 20 seconds.

About The Timer: The built-in timer will start as soon as the MAIN UV switch is turned on. To turn off the buzzer, you will
have to turn off the POWER switch. If you do not wish to perform this exercise, then turn the timer dial all the way to the

right. This will prevent the buzzer from sounding, but you will then need to keep your own time when transferring the film
to the crystal and when adhering the crystal base to the crystal body.

MAIN uv

11. Turn off the POWER and MAIN UV switches. Test to see if the film is adhered to the crystal. If not, then apply more
UV lighting for cycles of 20 seconds.
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12. Using a clean rag, wipe away excess glue around the edges.

13. Once you have cleared away the excess glue, close the lid and turn on the POWER switch. This cycle will take 20
seconds.

14. After the “heating” cycle, turn off the POWER switch and open the lid.

15. Using scissors cut away the film from the edge of the crystal. Then, using a razor knife, trim the remaining film to be
completely flush with the edges of the crystal. During this process, be careful not to peel the film from the back of the
crystal. This will cause you to have to start over. You may see excess glue remaining on the edge of the crystal. This
also will have to be trimmed using the razor edge knife. It's an art form!

Note: An alternative technique to trimming with scissors is to cut around the perimeter of the crystal directly on the glass
platen.

16. Using clear tape or a fingernail, peel away the thin matte protective layer on the back-side of the transparent film. This
will reveal the glossy layer of film as it is adhered to the crystal
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17.

18.

Some crystal pieces have crystal bases. For these items you will need to apply the crystal-to-crystal  glue to secure
the base to the imaged crystal piece. The crystal-to-film glue will not work for this application. Use only a very small
amount of glue. It will spread once the crystal piece is placed on top of the base. If too much is used then it will
become magnified due to the reflective properties of the crystal. If too much glue is applied, just wipe away the glue
and start over.

Note the cellophane divider sheet from the film
pack has been placed under the crystal base to
protect the glass platen from any overflow of glue.

<

Remember, the glued components should not come into contact with the glass platen. When this occurs,
the crystal will bond permanently to the glass platen.

Keeping the hood of the oven open, turn on the POWER and PRO-UV lamps. Hold the crystal on its base
over the single UV bulb in the front of the unit. Do this until the glue is cured enough for the crystal to stand
on its own.
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19. Continuing to keep the lid of the oven open, cover the crystal and base with the UV blanket.

20. Expose to the UV light for one minute.
21. Turn off the POWER switch and remove the UV blanket.

Application Note: Should the final product not be to your liking, simply soak it in water for 24 hours. After this
period of time, the image will simply slide off of the crystal. Clean any remaining bits of film off with acetone or a
razor-edged knife. This step is relevant to the crystal-to-film bond only — the crystal-to-crystal bond is
permanent.

22. Enjoy your creation.
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